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nuclear nations promised to deliver on the
Test Ban Treaty in exchange for the indefi-
nite extension of the Nuclear Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty. It is a good deal that must be
honored.

The Test Ban Treaty enjoys broad support.
If the Senate is allowed to vote on the treaty
this year, it would likely win the 67 votes
needed for ratification. Current and past
U.S. military leaders support the treaty, in-
cluding Gen. Colin Powell and three other
former chairmen of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.
The public also strongly supports a perma-
nent end to nuclear testing. A September
1997 national opinion poll revealed that 70
percent of the public wants the Senate to ap-
prove the treaty; only 13 percent oppose it.

Unfortunately, the leadership of the Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Committee is prevent-
ing the full Senate from considering the
treaty. The committee needs to be persuaded
to send the Test Ban Treaty to the Senate
floor.

In the interest of a safer America and a
more secure world, senators who recognize
the risk of nuclear proliferation and the
value of the test ban must provide the lead-
ership necessary to allow the Senate to de-
bate and vote on the treaty this year.

The time for nuclear testing is over. The
time to approve the Comprehensive Nuclear
Test Ban Treaty is now.
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Ms. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, it’s been said that
only with our government are you given a
‘‘certificate at birth, a license at marriage and
a bill at death.’’ Today I am introducing the
Estate and Gift Tax Rate Reduction Act which
seeks to phase-down the onerous death tax.
Each death tax rate will be reduced by five
percentage points every year, until the highest
rate bracket—55%—reaches zero in 2009. As
these rates are lowered to zero, more and
more families will no longer be forced to give
the family savings to Uncle Sam and the fam-
ily business will be saved.

One of the most compelling aspects of the
American dream is to make life better for your
children and loved ones. Yet, the current tax
treatment of individuals and families and fami-
lies at death is so onerous that when one
dies, their children are many times forced to
sell and turn over more than half of their inher-
itance just to pay the taxes. It takes place at
an agonizing time for the family; when families
should be grieving for a loved one, with
friends and relatives, rather than spending
painful hours with lawyers and bureaucrats.

By confiscating between 37% and 55%, the
estate tax punishes life-long habits of savings,
discourages entrepreneurship and capital for-
mation, penalizes families, and has an enor-
mous negative effect on other tax revenues.
Americans today are living longer and enjoy-
ing their retirement. At a time when this Con-
gress is discussing the future of Social Secu-
rity, and how to personalize and modernize
the system, we also need to encourage pri-
vate investment. We should be encouraging
people to plan for their future with retirement
plans and IRAs, rather than encouraging reck-

less spending and a me-first attitude. This
country was born on the promise of hope and
opportunity, and by taxing families and busi-
nesses at their most agonizing time, we de-
stroy their hope for the future.

By today’s tax system, it is easier and
cheaper to sell a business before death rather
than try to pass it on after. More than 70% of
family business and farms do not survive
through the second generation. 9 out of 10
successors whose family-owned businesses
failed within three years of the principal own-
er’s death said trouble paying estate taxes
contributed to the company’s demise. For fam-
ily owned business, this is a tax just because
the business is changing ownership due to the
death of an owner.

Aside from being a source of revenue, an-
other express purpose of the estate tax was to
break up large concentrations of wealth. 75
years later, however, reality suggests that
rather than being an important means for pro-
moting equal economic opportunity, the estate
tax is in fact a barrier to economic advance-
ment for people of all economic cir-
cumstances. It unduly burdens individual sac-
rifice to gain savings and investment, com-
pared with consumptive uses of income. It im-
pedes the upward mobility of labor by stifling
productivity, wage growth, and employment
opportunities. In effect, the death tax, which
was established to redistribute wealth, hurts
those it was meant to help—namely, Ameri-
ca’s working men and women. When small
businesses close their doors, loyal employees
lose their jobs.

The saying goes that death and taxes are
the only certainties in life. I believe it is ridicu-
lous that the government force the American
people to deal with both on the same day.
Families should be allowed—and encour-
aged—to save for future generations. I invite
my colleagues to join JOHN TANNER and me in
our bi-partisan effort to reduce this detrimental
and cruel tax.
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Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, on May
16, 1998, the Fairfax City Professional Fire-
fighters and Paramedics Association, Local
2702, is celebrating their 20th Anniversary. No
matter what the emergency is, their members
are committed to providing outstanding emer-
gency services to those in need. They are
dedicated to fulfilling their organization’s goals
of saving lives, preserving property and the
environment and ensuring the health and safe-
ty of our community.

Local 2702 was officially chartered on May
16, 1979 as a local union of the International
Association of Fire Fighters. The 22 charter
members were: Dennis Rubin, Larry Retzer,
John Boon, Joel Hendelman, Mike
Kalasanckas, John Long, Dwaine McCollum,
Donald Barklage, Jr., Robert Keith
Cunningham, Joseph Toy, Thomas Schwartz,
Jeffery Sheriff, Joseph Bailey, George Brown,
Charles Johnson, George Klumph, William

Burris, Kenneth Hill, Dennis Rust and Gary
Jones.

Since their inception, they have been led by
strong leadership focused on ensuring that
their department has the personnel and re-
sources to safely and efficiently perform their
jobs of helping the public. Dennis Rubin, John
Boon, Ken Hahn, Richard Miller, Joel
Hendelman, Frank Hall, and Jay Callan have
served as President. Today, President Adrian
Munday leads Local 2702 in serving the needs
of the City of Fairfax’s 20,000 residents.

The members of local 2702 respond to an
astounding 8,000 fire and emergency calls a
year. That’s an average of 22 calls a day,
which equals to almost one call per hour.

When not answering calls for help, Local
2702’s members spend countless hours in the
community teaching fire prevention, CPR, and
other safety courses, conducting home safety
inspections, installing fire detectors, and con-
ducting child safety seat inspections. Further-
more, they support several charities, such as:
Aluminum Cans for Burned Children, Muscular
Dystrophy Association’s Fill The Boot Cam-
paign, Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Fairfax Little League, Braddock Road
Youth Clubs, the International Association Fire
Fighter’s Fallen Fire Fighter Fund, and Heros
Inc.

Local 2702 also answers the call for help
from other Fire Departments in need around
the country during times of crises. Last year,
when North Dakota was devastated by rushing
waters of a terrible flood, Local 2702 spent
several days running calls for many of their
fire departments so their fire fighters could re-
turn to their homes to be with their families
and salvage their homes. When Hurricane An-
drew touched down in Homestead, Florida,
Local 2702 collected clothes and helped re-
build homes in this ransacked area. After the
tragic bombing of Oklahoma City, Local 2702
provided financial assistance to families with
children injured by the blast.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of my colleagues in
the House of Representatives, I salute these
heroes of public service. For all their extraor-
dinary services, we owe the members of Local
2702 a debt of gratitude.
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Ms. RIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
insert into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD an
obituary of Marjorie Lansing, which appeared
in the New York Times on Monday, May 11,
1998.

Marjorie Lansing, a political scientist and
sometime politician whose scholarly delinea-
tion of a gender gap in American voting pat-
terns helped change the shape of political
campaigns and spurred women into politics
in the 1980s.

Ms. Lansing died on May 1 at a hospital
near her home in Ann Arbor, Michigan. She
was 82 and had been a professor of political
science at Eastern Michigan University. Her
family said the cause was cancer.

Though Dr. Lansing was not the first to in-
vestigate women’s voting patterns, the issue
received little serious attention until she
published the first persuasive statistical evi-
dence that women form a distinctive voting
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bloc. The dominant view had been that if
women did not mimic their husbands’ voting
patterns, their attitudes at least reflected
the same mix of socioeconomic and ethnic
factors. If it seems surprising that those
quaint views survived into the 1970s, it must
be at least partly because Dr. Lansing came
late to scholarship.

A native of Geneva, Florida, Dr. Lansing,
who was born Marjorie Tillis, graduated
from the old Florida State College for
Women in Gainesville, taught high school
and made a life-changing trip to Europe. At-
tracted to the political left since college, she
raised money for the Spanish loyalist cause
from fellow passengers on the voyage over,
and after a heady tour of the continent re-
turned to the United States eager to attend
graduate school. After receiving a master’s
in sociology from Columbia in 1940, she
worked as a government researcher in Wash-
ington and met and married a young econo-
mist named John Lansing. She set up house-
keeping in Cambridge, Mass., while he com-
pleted his doctorate at Harvard and she
plunged into the local leftist political scene,
campaigning for Henry Wallace in the 1948
presidential race.

A high-spirited woman with an engaging
manner, Dr. Lansing made a powerful impact
on at least one political associate. According
to family legend, after a single political
meeting in Boston, the actor Zero Mostel
was so taken with Dr. Lansing that he fol-
lowed her to a bus stop, pretended he was her
abandoned husband and in an impromptu
performance worthy of the Broadway stage
made an impassioned plea that she return to
him and their babies.

In 1949, the Lansings moved to Ann Arbor,
where he became a professor of economics at
the University of Michigan and she became
active in the Democratic Party while rearing
three children, studying for a Ph.D. in politi-
cal science at Michigan and teaching at
Eastern Michigan.

She is survived by two sons, Steve, of Ann
Arbor, and Philip, of Boise, Idaho; a daugh-
ter, Carol, of Santa Barbara, California, and
six grandchildren.

By the time she obtained her doctorate in
1970, Dr. Lansing had come up with the find-
ings that would make her reputation. But it
had taken some doing. When she proposed as
a doctoral dissertation a study that she ex-
pected would establish that women’s voting
patterns were significantly different from
men’s, her professors were so convinced
there was no difference that they tried to
discourage her. She persisted, and the dis-
sertation she turned in was essentially the
same book she and a statistician, Sandra
Baxter, published in 1980. One reason for the
delay between the dissertation and the book
was that after her husband died in 1970, she
concentrated on her teaching while stepping
up her political activities, unsuccessfully
running for several offices, including a House
seat.

To those who had assumed that women fol-
lowed men’s voting patterns, her most sur-
prising finding was that the greatest sex dif-
ference was not on home-and-hearth issues
like the economy and education but in for-
eign affairs, particularly military issues,
with women being distinctly less hawkish
than men.

Although dozens of similar studies have
since been published, Dr. Lansing’s work is
still cited by scholars. It is a measure of Dr.
Lansing’s prescience, if not of her influence,
that three years after her landmark study,
‘‘Women in Politics: The Invisible Major-
ity,’’ was published by the University of
Michigan Press, a revised edition carried the
subtitle ‘‘The Visible Majority.’’
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Mr. BAESLER. Mr. Speaker, today I would
like to congratulate the Georgetown College
men’s basketball team on its first National As-
sociation of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA)
tournament victory. On March 23rd, the Tigers
beat Southern Nazarene 83–69. The following
day, the national championship team returned
from Tulsa, Oklahoma, to a parade down
Georgetown’s Main Street and a rousing pep
rally with hundreds of delighted fans.

The Georgetown Tigers got to the final
round by defeating Hannibal-LaGrange 80–68,
Montana State-Northern 78–65, Central Wash-
ington 92–79 and top-seeded Azusa Pacific
94–76. They had advanced to the NAIA title
game twice before, but this win represents
only the fifth time since 1948 that a Kentucky
team has won the NAIA championship game.

My heartiest congratulations to the George-
town Tigers on a well-deserved victory!
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Mrs. CUBIN. Mr. Speaker, today I am intro-
ducing legislation which opens to federal oil
and gas leasing certain parcels that have pro-
spective value for oil and gas development.
This bill will correct an error made by the BLM
in leasing parcels of land near Big Piney, Wy-
oming which were subject to the 1964 Public
Land Sale Act’s statutory closure of the min-
eral estate to leasing. BLM has agreed that
there is no current reason for the closure to
continue and believes that the holder of the
lease should be allowed to move forward with
development.

The lands affected by this provision were
sold at auction under the 1964 Act that re-
quired the mineral estate to be reserved to the
United States in the patent to the high bidder.
When BLM classified the lands for sale, BLM
and the USGS recognized that the lands were
‘‘valuable for oil, gas and coal’’.

That 1964 Sale Act provided that the re-
served federal minerals would be closed to
mineral leasing, apparently because the lands
were expected to be improved as part of ex-
pected local community growth after the sale
and patenting of the surface.

The lands here remain grazing lands that
are currently of the same type that are under
multiple use for grazing and oil and gas explo-
ration and development throughout southwest-
ern Wyoming.

Air quality, wildlife and other public resource
concerns can and will be addressed and pro-
tected through federal lease stipulations, just
as was and is done for all the federal acreage
currently under lease throughout the Big
Piney-Labarge area, including one of these
parcels that was already mistakenly leased by
BLM.

I ask my colleagues to support me in this ef-
fort to correct the error by BLM and to further
oil and gas development in southwestern Wy-
oming. Natural gas is the fuel of choice for
many Americans today, and this bill would in
a very small way contribute to our nation’s en-
ergy needs by allowing prospectively valuable
federal mineral rights to be competitively auc-
tioned and to recognize the validity of an im-
providently issued lease.
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Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, today I submit for
consideration of the House during the upcom-
ing debate on campaign reform the constitu-
tional amendment authored by House Minority
Leader Dick Gephardt. I intend to offer the
amendment if Mr. Gephardt chooses not to
offer his legislation. I will offer the amendment,
not in the hope of having it passed. I will offer
it to demonstrate the truth—that reformers are
trying to gut the First Amendment of the Con-
stitution.
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Mr. MARTINEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
introduce the Human Services Amendments of
1998. This legislation will reauthorize and
strengthen the Head Start, Low-Income Home
Energy Assistance (LIHEAP) and Community
Service Block Grant (CSBG) programs. When
Congress last reauthorized these programs in
1994 it was the product of true bipartisan ne-
gotiations. I strongly believe that this bill is one
which can capture the same bipartisan spirit.

The last reauthorization cycle produced
major successful structural changes in these
programs, eliminating the current need for an
expansive rewrite of each statute. Presently
these programs are working well and do not
need significant modification. Instead of imple-
menting wholesale change, this legislation
builds upon the positive changes made in
1994 allowing the good work presently being
done to continue.

Title I of the bill amends the Head Start Pro-
gram. This legislation will refine Head Start’s
focus in two major areas—improving the tran-
sition of children from Head Start programs to
school by strengthening the coordination be-
tween Head Start programs and schools and
increasing the financial resources available
and access to Early Head Start programs. The
bill would increase the setaside for Early Head
Start to 10%, with the stipulation that funds
not be taken from current Head Start pro-
grams. The legislation would also allow expan-
sion grants to be used by existing Head Start
grantees to expand service to the Early Head
Start population. Significant research has
shown the importance of brain development in
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